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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council 
June 12, 2007 
 
Present:  Richard Bell, Amy Chance, Merritt Davis, Leslie Dunsworth, Pr. Frank Espegren, Gregory Favre, Elizabeth Huber, Sharon Huckfeldt, Jim 
Kuhl, Pr. Jose Luis la Torre, Heather Mercer, George Niesl, Pr. Scot Sorensen 
 
Excused:  Leise Martinez, Ramona Moenter 
 
Guest:  Cindy Carroll 
 
Merritt Davis called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Devotions:  Led by Pr. Scot Sorensen 
 

Item Discussion Action / Outcome 

Minutes 
 

Minutes from the May 8, 2007 minutes were reviewed. 
Motion:  Approve minutes as submitted 

M/Favre; S/Bell.  Motion 
passed. 

Treasurer’s Report May 2007 Financial Report presented by Treasurer Jim Kuhl: 
o Revenue for May $53,236K 
o Expenses for May $75K; (3% over budget YTD = $12K) 
o Operating loss for May:  $18.5; YTD = $55,325K. 
o Building Fund revenue $145K; Expenses for May $364K; YTD = $394K.  $1.2M 

cash in bank 
o Dedicated accounts $494K. 
o Organ Fund balance $50,889. 

Report accepted. 

Reports 

Pastor Sorensen 
 

Written report received: 
o Construction Update:  The permit process is nearly complete.   
À Motion: Landscaping Proposal -- After a landscape architect designs an 

appropriate planning scheme, schedule a congregational workday to plant and 
install a simple drip irrigation system for landscaping the west side of the 
sanctuary. 

Report accepted. 
 
Motion accepted by 
consensus. 
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Item Discussion Action / Outcome 

Pr. Sorensen, cont. 
 
 

o Sabbatical Schedule: 
À June 24 – July 1:  Lake Tahoe 
À July 12 – 16:  Coronado, California 
À July 22 – August 18:  Holden Village (This is the only time during the summer 

when Pastor Scot will be unreachable.) 
o Fall Planning:  The staff has been diligently preparing the Fall schedule, including 

special Sundays, special events, adult education courses, Sunday night activities, 
and participation in Second Saturday. 

o “Let the River Flow” June 18 ï 21, the clergy staff, Angela Nickerson & Steven 
Johnson will be attending the ELCAôs first large-church staff conference in 
Burnsville, MN. 

 

Pastor Espegren Written report received: 
o Social Ministries Committee:   
À Commissioning Mandate submitted for Social Ministries Committee 
À Thanksgiving Community Meal:  No meal will be served at St. Johnôs this 

year due to the lack of 2 functioning kitchens during the course of construction.  
The next community meal will be served on Holy Saturday of Holy Week, 2008. 

À Social Ministries Coordination meeting: To be held July 15th to gather 
various ministry & services representatives to better understand the various 
efforts being undertaken by St. Johnôs. 

o “Focus” (Fun, Outrageous, Cool, Unpredictable & Spiritual):  Sunday evening 
youth-oriented worship service, beginning this summer.  Dates:  June 24, July 22, 
August 5 & 19. 

o Stephen Ministry:  See New Business 

Report accepted. 

Pastor la Torre Written report received: 
o Latino Sunday:  Celebrated June 10th 
o Tamale Day:  Raised $900 to support the Latino Ministryôs Holden Village trip. 
o Spanish Language Academy:  The academy is now in its 2nd month, and 

registration will be opened for upcoming summer classes. 
o Immigration Day 2007:  The Latino ministry was involved in organizing and 

participating in the liturgy celebration and rally with the Religious Coalition for 
Immigrants. 

Report accepted. 
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Committee Reports 

Item Discussion Action / Outcome 

Evangelism Team Report The June 2007 report from St. Johnôs Evangelism Team was received. Report accepted. 

Old Business 

Replacement Member for 
Trust Fund 
 

Gordon Harris has been recommended to fill the Trust Fund vacancy by the Chair, 
Margie Taylor. 
Motion:  Accept recommendation of Gordon Harris to fill Trust Fund vacancy. 

M/Favre; S/Dunsworth. 
Motion passed. 
 

Community Easter 
Celebration – Memorial 
Auditorium in 2008? 

Elizabeth Huber presented an update on her research regarding the possibility of using 
the Memorial Auditorium for a second Community Easter Celebration in 2008. 

Report accepted. 
 

Organ Fund Details 
Clarification 

Item tabled as presented.  AD Hoc Committee of Leslie Dunsworth, George Niesl and 
Elizabeth Huber was appointed by the Chair to meet with the Organ Committee and 
obtain their input. 

Ad Hoc committee report will 
be received at the July 
Council meeting. 

New Business 

Stephen Ministry Proposal 
 

Proposal presented by Cindy Carroll. 
Motion:  The St. Johnôs Council wholeheartedly supports the efforts of the core group 
to establish a Stephen Ministry at St. Johnôs. 

M/Bell; S/Favre.  
Motion passed. 
 

Holy Conversation To be on Fall Council Workday agenda  

August Council Gathering The Favres have offered to host the Councilôs summer gathering in August.  

Announcements 

o The Executive Committee has appointed Jan Hewitt to the Audit 
Committee. 

o Merritt & Maddi Davis recently celebrated their 46th wedding 
anniversary. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Heather Mercer 
Congregational Council Secretary 


